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Finding The Perfect Shade Of
White
Ever wonder how designers find the perfect shade of blue for your
walls so they match your sofa cushions? Their eye for color may be
getting a little help from a pocket-sized color sensor.

The Pantone Color Cue TX instantly identifies a color’s name and
number after you click on any color sample from a Post-It Note to a
fabric swatch. You can then look it up on the Pantone Textile Color
System–a booklet of 1,932 colors–take it to your local Home Depot
or Lowe’s and get that exact shade of paint.

The Color Cue, which retails for $379,
was originally intended for use by the
fashion, home and interiors industries,
but if you are renovating a home, it
comes in handy. It’s a fun tool to use
and almost becomes addictive in the
number of items you can scan. Besides
helping you decorate, it has sillier
uses, such as checking your tan color
before and after a Caribbean vacation.

But for the more serious users, the
gadget provides formulas for
reproduction in sRGB, HTML and Lab values for web and design applications
and records of the last 10 colors measured.

The Color Cue is spot-on in accuracy, but there are several factors which could
skew the color reading. If the color you are trying to scan is in a small pattern,
such as a check or paisley, you’ll probably get a reading that is a mix of the
colors in the pattern. The amount of light in the room can affect results as
well.

In order to get a reading, you put your thumb over a clear button, click it and
the color and number appear on a screen on the top of the Color Cue. If you
don’t completely cover the button, the color reading could be affected. For
people with small thumbs, this could be a problem, or if the surface you want
to scan isn’t flat, it can be difficult to maneuver.

That said, the Color Cue is better than the alternatives. Most paint stores have
machines where you can scan an item and it tells you the color, but they’re
usually not very accurate, and trying to guess at a color is an expensive
proposition. For professionals, the Color Cue can save time and money as they
no longer have to pay for sample purchases and can instantly read colors
instead of flipping through a color guide and trying to match the shade. It’s
one of those products that eventually you wonder how you ever managed
without it.
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